Griner, No. 1 Baylor women rout Oklahoma 86-64
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By JEFF LATZKE

AP Sports Writer

NORMAN, Okla. (AP) — Brittney Griner scored 15 points, tied her season-high with 15
rebounds and blocked seven shots to lead top-ranked Baylor to its 25th straight victory, 86-64
Monday night against Oklahoma.

After sitting out the last 11 1/2 minutes of the first half with two fouls, Griner returned and hit the
first two baskets in a 10-0 run that pushed the Lady Bears’ lead out to 47-30. Baylor (27-1, 16-0
Big 12) led by at least 12 the rest of the way,

Griner moved past Connecticut’s Maya Moore into fourth in career scoring in women’s
basketball. Only Jackie Stiles of Missouri State, Patricia Hoskins of Mississippi Valley State and
Lorri Bauman of Drake have more than Griner’s 3,045 points.

Aaryn Ellenberg had 19 points to lead Oklahoma (19-9, 9-7). Morgan Hook had 15 points and
nine turnovers. The Sooners’ two post players, Nicole Griffin and Joanna McFarland, combined
to go 4 for 23 from the field.

After watching her team’s lead shrink from 16 to four while she was out, Griner quickly put the
Lady Bears back in control as the national player of the year is accustomed to doing.

Campbell had a pair of baskets during a string of eight straight Oklahoma points that got the
deficit down to 57-45 midway through the second half, but Griner stopped the surge with a
turnaround jumper in the lane. She also had a layup to start an 8-0 response by the Bears that
restored the lead to 69-48.
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Destiny Williams chipped in 16 points and Odyssey Sims had 13 points and six assists.

The Lady Bears stumbled with six turnovers in the first 5 minutes, then cleaned up their act to
put together a 13-0 run that included a 3-pointer, a fast-break layup and a jumper from the left
block by Jordan Madden for a 19-4 edge with 13:25 to go in the first half. But Griner picked up
her second foul about 2 minutes later, and coach Kim Mulkey put her on the bench for the rest
of the half.

Griner fouled out for just the second time in her college career in the first meeting between the
teams this season, even though the Bears were already firmly in control by then, and Mulkey
took no chances putting her back in.

About 30 seconds after Griner’s second foul, frontcourt partner Brooklyn Pope was called for
charging for the second time and also came out.

Baylor didn’t make a basket for the first 5 minutes after Griner exited, and Oklahoma took
advantage of seldom-used substitutes Kristina Higgins and Sune Agbuke to go on a 14-2 run to
get the deficit down to 24-20. Even then, Mulkey didn’t make a move to bring Griner back in,
and instead it was freshman Alexis Prince that scored eight points over the final 4 minutes of
the half to keep the Bears in front 37-30 at halftime.

Oklahoma fell to 0-16 against No. 1 teams.
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